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Every Golfer wants to enjoy a fair match on any golf
course. The USGA Handicap System is the best method
we've found to allow all golfers to compete fairly on any
course. On the following pages, I'll explain that system
to you. We'll start with Uncle Snoopy's basics.

Uncle Snoopy’s Basics
Before You Play

1. Join a Golf Club

2. Know Your USGA Handicap Index

3. Determine Your Course Handicap

4. Know the number of handicap strokes you get

5. Apply the handicap allowance for the type of game
you are playing.

As You Play
6. Write your hole-by-hole scores on the scorecard.

After You Play

7. Adjust your score properly for handicap purposes.
8. Post your score.

Uncle Snoopy says that's all there is to it, so have fun,
enjoy the game, (and pat a beagle when you see one)!
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Section I
Join a Golf Club

You are probably wondering why you need to join a
golf club and what a golf club is. According to the
USGA, a golf club is an organization of at least 10
individual members, that operates under by-laws with
Committees (including a Handicap Committee) to
supervise golf activities, provide for peer review, and
maintain the integrity of the Handicap System.
Members of a golf club must have a reasonable and
regular opportunity to play with each other. They
must be able to return scores personally and these
scores must be available for review by fellow members.

That might sound like a mouthful, but any golfer
{(even a beagle) can form a golf club with his friends or
colleagues. My pals at the USGA have even made it
easy because they have a Golf Club Formation Kit,
which walks you through the steps to forming a golf
club. The Kkits are available through the USGA
Handicap Department directly. That is just how 1
formed the Beagle Golf Association.

Once you are a member of a golf club that complies
with all the guidelines of the Handicap System, you
will need to play at least five rounds to establish a
Handicap Index.

Remember the USGA is not considered a golf club, so
they cannot issue you a Handicap Index, but at least
they can help you start a club.

143
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Know Your USGA Handicap Index

[ wonder how many strokes I'll receive the next time I
tee it up against my buddy Woodstock?

To figure this out, I need to start with my USGA
Handicap Index. A Handicap Index is the number
issued by my golf club and is expressed as a number
taken to one decimal place. This number represents my
potential scoring ability. Mine is 11.6. Not bad for a
beagle, is it?

No matter where I play or which set of tees I use, my
USGA Handicap Index travels well and makes
handicaps fair. Your Handicap Index isn't your
handicap; it simply leads you to your Course Handicap,
which is the specific number of strokes you need to
play on a specific set of tees to adjust your score back
to the level of scratch (i.e. Course Rating}. 1f you're like
me, you may need more strokes on a difficult golf
course and fewer strokes on an easier course.

Determine Your Course Handicap

As you can see, even beagles need more strokes, so
how do we determine our Course Handicap? 1 need to
find the Course Handicap Table for the set of tees I am
going to play. Usually, they are posted at every golf
course (hopefully, on the tee or in the clubhouse).
There are even separate tables for men and women, so
please be sure to use the correct table for the tees you
will play. The Course Handicap Table is key.
Without it, I can't use my Handicap Index.

I locate my Handicap Index and check the
corresponding Course Handicap in the other column.
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My Handicap Index is 11.6 and my Course Handicap
today is 13, so I get 13 strokes.

It's so simple that even a beagle like me can
understand. Just check the table and convert your
Handicap Index to the corresponding Course Handicap.
The number you find is your Course Handicap for the
day. We've included Course Handicap Conversion Tables
as Section IV of this booklet so you can figure your
Course Handicap wherever you play. It's a good idea to
keep this guide in your golf bag. If you cannot locate
the Table and need to do it yourself, just take your
Handicap Index and multiply it by the Slope Rating of
the tees you are playing and then divide by 113. Also
round to the nearest whole number. (Ex. 11.6 x 130 =
1508/113 = 13.3 or 13) At least you know what to do,
but if you're like me, you prefer the tables to doing the
math.

MY INDEX
15 1.6 SO
1 6ET 13

BEAGLE TEES |
Course Handicap Table
S6A A
ANGIOA?  IaupiCAP
10.0-1.2 12
3-124] 13
125-134] 14

135-14.4] 15

—]
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How Many Strokes

The number of strokes you get or give depends on the
type of game you're playing. Are you playing a match
against one other player? Are you playing with three
others? Are you playing a match with your spouse?
Are you playing a stroke-play event? Each is different.
For easy reference we've included a handicap allowance

summary for different forms of play in Section II of
this booklet.

Check the scorecard to find where you'll give or
receive strokes. Each hole has a handicap stroke
allocation number. The hole with the handicap
number "1" is the hole where you are most likely to

Back Tees 73.9/134 |362|536]181/600/418/420/350[360] = | 3420
Beagle Tees 72.1/130/333/518/168/560 405410/343/342| & | 3230
Par 4/5/3 54 4[4/4/3 36
 Strokes 91313/ 7|15 11/15/17
I3 | Uncle Snoopy ¥ |6 |4 165 %5 4|3 ¢
‘ ESC Score 7 '

; ~ +l7lolol7lololol7]z

0 4 b o Y 9

Forward Tees 70.9/125 1 : :

| 20 Woodstfock s167 4 9755 5 4 %0
| ESC Score T

Beagle Haven

9

need a stroke: the hole with the handicap number "18"
1s the hole where you are least likely to need a stroke.

If Woodstock has a Course Handicap of 20, against my
13, he will get seven strokes from me in match play.
Woodstock will get his strokes on the seven lowest
numbered holes - the holes with handicap numbers "1"
through "7".

[n net stroke-play events, simply play with your
Course Handicap number from the Table and deduct it
from your actual score when you have finished the
round.

My sample scorecard below provides examples for
both match play and stroke play.

1310/369/371]127|408/366428|220(463) 3062 6482 | || ¢
2941349334/ 121|387 | 353 407/ 208/411| 2864 6103@% m gS¥o
4/4/4/3|4/4.4[3 4 34 70 }éiz‘ﬁﬁéﬁ
16/ 8 |12/18/6 10/ 4 |14 2 |Gross: | | a

i oo# LR Flg 83 % 0m IR

-
00
-

July ¢

Country Club Player

Scorer Date
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Playing from Different Tees

If we're playing an event from different tees, the
golfer playing from the tees with the higher Course
Rating receives extra strokes, which are added to his
already determined Course Handicap.

We determine the strokes by the rounded-off
difference between the two Course Ratings. If
Woodstock plays from the forward tees, where the
Course Rating is 70.9, and his Course Handicap is 20,
and I play from the Beagle tees, where the Course
Rating is 72.1, and my Course Handicap is 13, I get one

<
more stroke. (The difference between the two Course
Ratings is 72.1-70.9 = 1.2 or 1.). In our match, I would
give Woodstock six strokes instead of seven.

MEN AND WOMEN

The same standards apply when men and women
compete from different tees or the same set of tees.
Check the Women's Course Rating for the set of tees
she will use. Compare it to the Men's Course Rating for
the set of tees he will use. If, for example, the Women's
Course Rating is 72.5 from the forward tees, and the
Men's Course Rating is 70.5 from the middle tees, she'll
get an extra two strokes (72.5 - 70.5 = 2).

Q 4
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Adjusting Scores

INCOMPLETE HOLES OR CONCEDED STROKES

If you pick up on a hole or are conceded a stroke,
record the score you most likely would have made. It is
rhe number of strokes (including penalty strokes) taken
thus far, plus the number of strokes it will take to
complete the hole from that point. An "X" should
precede the score on the scorecard. I played a hole like
a champ in only 4 strokes but Woodstock was left with
a putt for a 6 from 15 feet away so I conceded his putt
to him. Therefore, Woodstock would record an X-7 on
the card. He had taken 5 strokes already and would

ﬂ@» Pranuts® lliustratiors Dy Charles M. Schuiz  ctnted Feature Syndicate. Inc
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have needed two more strokes to finish the hole. Pretty
simple, just record what you think you might have
made on the hole. (See scorecard on pages 8 and 9)

HoLEs NoT PLAYED

When a hole isn't played, your score for the hole is
par, plus any handicap strokes to which you're entitled,
based on your full Course Handicap. This also applies
to any hole that you do not play by the Rules of Golf.
For example, when [ beat Woodstock in our match on
the 17th hole, if we hadn't played the 18th hole, I
would have written down an X-5 for me and an X-6 for
Woodstock for the hole not played (See scorecard on
pages 8 and 9).

EQUITABLE STROKE CONTROL

Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) keeps an exceptionally
bad hole from changing your Handicap Index too
much. For example, I occasionally make a mess of a
water hole and wind up playing the hole like a hound.
In cases like this, Equitable Stroke Control is used to
adjust my final score back into its normal range.

Equitable Stroke Control sets a maximum number
that a player can post on any hole depending on the
player's Course Handicap.

For Handicap purposes, after the round you are
required to adjust your hole scores {actual or probable)
when they are higher than your maximum number
you can post.

All scores, including tournament scores, are adjusted
for ESC. There is no limit to the number of holes on
which you can adjust your score.



ADJUST YOUR SCORES WITH
EQUITABLE STROKE CONTROL

18-Hole Maximum
Course Handicap  Number
Posted on
Any Hole
9 or less Double Bogey
10 through 19 7
20 through 29 8
30 through 39 9
40 and above 10

It takes just a few seconds to scan your scorecard once
you know how the system applies to you. Just look at
the scorecard on page 8 and 9 to see how Woodstock
and I did it. My maximum is 7, so I adjusted my total
score by one when posting.

Posting Your Score

% Post scores from home and away courses.

* Post scores in all forms of play; match play, stroke
play, even team competitions in which you are
requested to pick up.

% Post your score when you play at least 13 holes out
of 18-holes or at least 7 out of 9 holes. On the holes
you didn't play, record a par plus any handicap strokes
you would have received.

* Post a score if you play two nines even if it's the
same nine, or nines from different days. Simply
combine the nines into an 18-hole score. Add the nine-
hole Course Ratings together and average the Slope

15

Ratings. Check with your golf club to see if the 9-hole
rounds are to be consecutive or non-consecutive.

* Post scores from all active season areas especially
when your home club is in an “inactive” season.
PDON'T POST THEST: SCORES

* If you played fewer than 13 holes (Remember you
still have an acceptable 9-hole score.)

% When you play in a competition limiting the types
of clubs used, such as a one-club or irons-only
tournament.

+ When an 18-hole course is less than 3,000 yards.

+ When a majority of the holes aren't played under
the Rules of Golf, as in a "scramble."

* Don't post "inactive season" scores.

SCORE POSTING

oo o 2 58 10

?‘”ao,f y4| 82 |72.1 |130

Peanuts:2 flustrations by Charles M. Schulz ¢ Urutea Feature Syndicate. Irc
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Course Rating, Bogeyv Rating
& Slope Rating

Course Rating represents the playing difficulty of a
course for a scratch golfer under normal weather and
course conditions. Bogey Rating represents the playing
difficulty of a course for a specifically defined non-
scratch golfer under normal weather and course
conditions. Slope Rating is the difference between the
Hogey Rating and the Course Rating multiplied by a
matliemaiical constant. Theretfore, Slope Rating
represents tlie relative playing difficulty of a course for
a non-scratch golfer compared to a scratch golfer. The
higher the Slope Rating the greater the gap in expected
scores between the scratch golfer and the bogey golfer.
A course of standard playing difficulty has a Slope
Rating of 113. Slope Ratings range from a miniinum of
55 to a maximum of 155.

Pear.is i flustrabions by Charics . Schulz = Unted Feat e S . C:;j
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Rating teams from the state/regional golf associations
rate the courses in their area. They evaluate every hole
from the perspective of the bogey and scratch golfer
and how certain obstacles (such as hazards, bunkers.
trees, width of fairways, green surface, etc.) affect the
playing ability of the bogey and scratch golfers.
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Section II

Handicap Allowances

Some competitions require allowances of Course
Handicaps; otherwise, some teams would have an
unfair advantage.

* Individual match play: The low handicapped
player plays to scratch and the other player receives
100% of the difference.

-+ Pour-ball match play: In this better-ball-of-two team
match, the lowest handicapper plays at scratch. The
other three get the full difference between their Course
Handicaps and the lowest Course Handicap.

* Individual stroke play: Everyone plays at full
Course Handicap.

* Four-ball stroke play: Men get 90% of their Course
Handicaps; women get 95%. The USGA recommends
that the spread between partners' Course Handicaps be
limited to eight strokes. If it's more after the
allowance, then reduce Course Handicaps of the
partners with a spread greater than 8§ by 10%.
Otherwise, teams with a wide handicap spread will
have an unfair advantage.

* Best-ball-of-four stroke play: Men get 80% of their
Course Handicaps; women get 90%.

In a tournament that takes place over several weeks,
the Course Handicap that is used is up to the
Tournament Committee, but the USGA recommends
that golfers be allowed to use their USGA Handicap
Indexes that are current on the day of play.

Section III

Uncle Snoopy Answers Your Handicap

Questions

Q: How do I get a USGA Handicap Index?

US: Join a golf club, which has a Handicap Committee,
by-laws, and follows the USGA Handicap System,
then personally turn in all your scores. Or, you can
form your own club with as few as ten members.
Maybe you play regularly with a group of golfers at
your office. You can be issued a USGA Handicap
Index after joining a golf club and turning in as
few as five scores.

Q: Why can'tI use an on-line service to establish a
Handicap Index?

US: One of the most important elements of the
Handicap System is a golf club. As the term
“System” implies, there are several elements that
work together to produce a final result, a USGA
Handicap Index. The USGA authorizes golf clubs as
the structure to issue Handicap Indexes to their
members. The structure is important because it
provides members with the opportunity to play
with fellow members. It provides the members
with a Committee to turn to when problems arise.
[t maintains the element of peer review. It can
perform the necessary functions of the Handicap
System. On-line programs, most of which allow a
player to establish a “Handicap” without being a
member of a golf club, are not acceptable. They
are usually setup to include people with no
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reference to any geographic cohesion. Neither the
requirement of playing together nor the human
interaction that is part of peer review is being
satisfied. For these reasons the USGA has
authorized only golf clubs to issue Handicap
Indexes to their members. On-line sites and the
USGA are not considered golf clubs according to
the Handicap System and therefore, cannot issue
Handicap Indexes.

Why do I have a Handicap Index and a Course
Handicap?

Your Handicap Index represents your potential on
a standard playing difficulty golf course. Your
Course Handicap represents the specific number of
strokes you need on a specific set of tees. You need
both in order to play.

Where do I get my 19 strokes?

: Simply look at the course scorecard. Each hole is

assigned an allocated handicap stroke number, 1
through 18. You'll get a stroke on each hole, and
two strokes on the #1 handicap hole.

My friends Mary (15), Susan (10), Barbara (20), and
Anne (30) like to play better-ball-of-two matches
(four-ball). How do we handicap the event?

The lowest handicapper, Susan, plays to scratch.
Mary, Barbara and Anne get the full difference
between their Course Handicaps and Susan's
Course Handicap, or five, ten, and 20 strokes,
respectively.

If I pick up on a hole, what score do I post?

: For handicap purposes, record the score you most

likely would have made - BUT, that score must not
exceed your Equitable Stroke Control limit.

US:

US:

&
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If we quit after I lose a match, 4 and 3, I haven't
completed 18 holes. How do I turn in a score?
For the holes you didn't play, record a par, plus any
handicap strokes you would have received using
your full Course Handicap.

If I join my friends for a round of golf in the snow,
just for fun, should I post that score?

No. Most northern golf associations have an active
season running from April through October.
Scores made outside of that season aren't posted.
However, if you're vacationing or wintering in the
South, where the season is active year-round, you
must keep track of your scores and post them by
the time your club reopens.

If I've been ill or have a temporary physical
disability, can my Handicap Index be adjusted?

US: Sometimes. For example, when Woodstock broke

his leg, his scores were too high for his handicap.
He was given a temporary handicap until his leg
healed and he was able to turn in enough scores to
make his handicap correct. A temporary Handicap
like this may be used only at your home course.

What happens if I fail to post a score?

: Yes, even 1, once forgot to post a score. The

Handicap Committee at my club, Beagle Haven
Country Club, had these options: (1) Have me post
the score as soon as possible. (2) Post a penalty
score, which is the score and ratings, that equates to
the lowest handicap differential. Had 1 forgotten to
post regularly, the Committee could have adjusted
my Handicap Index. Had I not been following the
USGA Handicap System deliberately, 1 would not
have been entitled to a USGA Handicap Index and
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the Committee would not have issued one to me.
Luckily, the Committee at Beagle Haven just made
me post the score as soon as possible.

Can my Handicap Index be reduced in other ways?

: The Handicap Committee can adjust your Handicap

Index if it doesn't reflect your potential scoring
ability. For example, if a talented beagle puppy
starts as a 36-handicapper and improves more
rapidly than the System can react, the Committee
can lower the pup's Handicap Index. Another
modification is for players who score exceptionally
well in tournaments. That adjustment is
automatically done by the USGA Handicap System.

If I haven't played in several years, may I just start
over with a new Handicap Index?

No matter how long since you last played, if you are
still a member of a club, you should resume
playing with your old Handicap Index. If you have
your last 20 scores or fewer, post them, then add
your new scores. If your old scoring record is
unavailable, use your old Handicap Index until
you've posted at least five scores and qualify for a
new one.

If we play "winter rules" or "preferred lies", does it
affect my score?

The USGA doesn't endorse winter rules for several
reasons and advises against using them. If,
however, winter rules are in effect, scores must be
posted unless the Committee decides differently.
Long term use of preferred lies will tend to lower
scores and lower your Handicap Index which will
put you at a disadvantage against other players
who don’t use preferred lies.

US:

Ls:

US:
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What happens when I belong to two or more golf
clubs?
All your scores must be posted at all your clubs. If
the clubs use the same computer handicap service,
you may register with that service as a multi
member and post each score at the club where you
played. The computer service will combine your
scores into one scoring record.

If I belong to more than one club, will I have the
same Handicap Index at each one?

: Unless your clubs have different revision dates, a

computer service should give you the same
Handicap Index at all of your clubs. If you have
different Handicap Indexes, play with the lowest
one when you compete with golfers from more
than one club or when you're playing away.

Do clubs issue Handicap Indexes above the USGA
limits of 36.4 for men and 40.4 for women?

Yes, but only for intra-club play. These handicaps
are identified as local handicaps by the letter "L." If
local handicaps are used away from the club, they
must be reduced to the USGA limit.

My golf course has a Slope Rating of 135. Your golf
course has a Slope Rating of 125. Does this mean
my golf course is more difficult than yours?

No, not necessarily. Remember that Slope Rating is
not a measure of absolute difficulty. You need to
know the other components (Course Rating and
Bogey Rating) and what type of golfer you are
talking about (low, middle or high handicapper).
High Slope Rating means scores between scratch
golfers and non-scratch golfers spread out more.



Where can [ get more information on the USGA
Handicap System?

JS: By visiting our web-site www.usga.org or just

contact your local amateur golf association or my
buddies at the USGA and tell them Uncle Snoopy
sent you! Write to the USGA Order Department,
P.O. Box 708, Far Hills, NJ 07931, and ask for the
USGA Handicap System manual. It's $5.00 plus
shipping.

You also can call the Order Department toll free at
1-800-336-4446. Be sure to ask about other
publications as well, including the Rules of Golf
and the Decisions on the Rules of Golf.

\

Section IV

Course Handicap Tables for Slope
Ratings ranging from 100-155

To find your Course Handicap locate your Handicap
Index and refer to the corresponding Course Handicap
Column.

Remember this is the number of strokes you need to
adjust your score back to the level of scratch for the
tees you play.

Play well and have fun!
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